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Much  of  the  turmoil  in  the  Middle  East  stems  from  upheavals  within  the 
confines  of  individual  nations . 

Revolution:  Iraq  &  Iran 

A  16mm  sound  film  or  videocassette — 25  minutes 


Political  revolution  is  usually  initiated  to  bring  about  change — but 
change  may  not  mean  the  same  thing  to  everyone.  In  Iran  under 
Ayatollah  Khomeini,  the  purpose  of  revolution  was  to  recreate  the 
past;  in  Iraq  the  revolution  of  1958  was  instigated  for  other 
reasons.  This  thought-provoking  film  explores  causes  and  effects  of 
different  types  of  revolution  that  have  plagued  the  Middle  East, 
especially  since  World  War  II,  and  discusses  the  impact  of 
revolution  on  the  region  as  a  whole. 
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Revolution 


Illustrates  how  ethnic  and  religious  divisions  within  a 
nation  can  produce  tension  and  violence. 

Discusses  the  role  of  military  coups  d’etat  in  the 
development  of  certain  Middle  Eastern  states. 

Describes,  in  particular,  the  problems  of  Iran  and  Iraq 
with  internal  dissension  and  with  each  other. 

Suggests  the  impact  of  regional  and  international  factors 
on  political  and  economic  developments  in  the  Middle 
East. 


Content  Summary 

National  revolutions  have  become  a  prominent  feature  in 
Middle  Eastern  society  and  politics  since  World  War  II. 

The  postwar  economic  slump,  especially  in  employment 
opportunities,  stimulated  existing  unrest  in  various  states, 
further  creating  a  fertile  base  for  the  overthrow  of 
regimes.  Fundamental  revolutions  have  altered  the  face  of 
both  Iraq  and  Iran,  although  the  aims  of  revolution  were 
markedly  different  in  each  nation. 

Iraqi  Arabs  had  revolted  against  British  control  as  early 
as  1920,  settling  down  only  when  the  British  created  a 
monarchy  in  Iraq  and  installed  the  popular  Hashimite 
prince  Faysal  as  king.  The  Iraqi-British  Treaty  of  1930  laid 
the  foundation  for  Iraq’s  nominal  independence  two  years 
later,  but  as  with  the  case  in  Egypt,  the  British  maintained 
tremendous  influence  and  power. 

When  King  Faisal  died  in  1933,  the  political 
environment  became  unstable  once  more,  with  various 
sizeable  ethnic  minorities  such  as  the  Kurds  intensifying 
claims  for  autonomy.  Internal  confrontations  between 
numerous  groups  offered  opportunity  for  military 
takeovers,  the  most  notable  of  which  was  a  coup  d’etat 
staged  by  staunch  nationalist  Rashid  Ali  in  1940.  When 
Ali’s  pro-German  sentiments  threatened  the  security  of  the 
region,  the  British  toppled  his  regime  and  replaced  him 
with  the  more  moderate  Nuri  al-Said. 

Though  his  tenure  was  long,  al-Said  was  unable  to  cope 
with  the  severe  problems  and  inequities  found  in  Iraqi 
society,  particularly  with  regard  to  economic  class  gaps  and 
the  protection  of  minority  ethnic  rights.  Both  the 
government  and  the  royal  family  fell  out  of  popular  favor 
as  the  nation’s  spiraling  oil  wealth  produced  less  and  less 
prosperity.  In  1958,  inspired  by  pan- Arabist  sentiments 
and  Nasser’s  successes  in  Egypt,  an  army  coup  overthrew 
al-Said  and  declared  a  revolutionary  republic  headed  by 
Abd-al-Karim  Qasim. 

While  the  new  government  did  institute  urgently  needed 
domestic  reforms,  their  impact  on  Iraq’s  fundamental 
problems  was  superficial.  With  power  eroding,  Qasim’s 
government  became  increasingly  repressive,  triggering  a 
fresh  series  of  coups  from  which  the  extremist  Ba’th 
(Renaissance)  party  finally  consolidated  control  in  the  late 
1960s. 
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Two  issues  have  dominated  Iraq’s  recent  history:  the 
first  was  the  resolution  in  1975  of  the  Kurdish  question 
when  that  minority  group  was  given  an  acceptable  level  of 
autonomy,  and  the  second  was  the  ongoing  war  with  Iran 
over  control  of  Persian  gulf  waters  (and  to  contain  the 
spread  of  Iran’s  fundamentalist  Shi’ite  Muslim  revolution). 

Iran’s  revolution  was  an  attempt  to  restore  the 
traditional  past.  The  recent  Shah  of  Iran  and  his  father 
Reza  Shah,  who  had  founded  the  Pahlavi  dynasty  in  1925, 
stressed  a  policy  of  modernization  at  the  cost  of  Islamic 
traditions  and  customs.  Though  both  Shahs  instituted 
valuable  reforms,  they  resorted  to  repressive  rule  when  g 
confronted  with  vocal  opposition.  Popular  unrest  in  Iran  f 
grew,  as  did  the  strength  of  the  nation’s  religious  leaders. 

The  Shah's  repressive  rule  and  extensive  Westernizing 
policies,  especially  his  vast  military  expenditures  at  the 
sacrifice  of  domestic  reforms,  antagonized  elements 
throughout  Iranian  society.  The  people  found  the 
leadership  in  Ayatollah  Khomeini,  in  exile  in  Paris,  to 
overthrow  the  Shah’s  regime,  forcing  the  Shah  and  his 
family  out  of  the  country  by  1979. 

The  new  order  had  difficulty  dealing  with  the  nation’s 
profound  social  ills.  Iran’s  taking  Americans  as  hostages 
and  its  seemingly  endless  war  with  Iraq  have  increased  its 
international  isolation  and  aggravated  internal  difficulties. 
Revolutionary  activity,  then,  has  changed  the  course  of 
Middle  Eastern  nations  without  bringing  guarantees  of 
either  peace  or  prosperity. 
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The  Middle  [East  Series 


The  Middlemen:  The  Pivotal  Role  of  the  Middle  East 

(color  no.  4001) 

At  the  center  of  the  known  world  for  centuries,  the  Middle  East 
was  a  geographical,  commercial,  ethnic,  and  religious 
crossroads.  And  Middle  Easterners  were  the  world’s 
middlemen  — an  ethnocultural  blend  the  elements  of  which 
illuminate  both  the  Middle  Eastern  sensibility  and  the  region’s 
current  instability. 

The  Torchbearers:  Bridging  the  Dark  Ages  (color  no.  4002) 

Coincident  with  the  Dark  Ages  in  Europe,  Islamic  civilization  in 
the  Middle  East  reached  its  peak.  Had  Middle  Eastern  scholars 
not  rediscovered,  synthesized,  and  advanced  the  knowledge  of 
antiquity,  thus  laying  the  groundwork  for  further  exploration 
and  discovery,  the  European  Renaissance  and  Western 
civilization  as  we  now  know  it  might  never  have  been. 

Holy  Land:  Judaism,  Christianity,  and  Islam  in  the  Middle  East 

(color  no.  4003) 

As  the  birthplace  of  Judaism,  Christianity,  and  Islam — three  of 
the  world’s  great  monotheistic  religions — the  Middle  East  has 
come  to  be  known  as  the  “Holy  Land,”  yet  despite  the 
reverence  and  awe  this  region’s  history  inspires,  disputes  based 
on  long-standing  religious  claims  to  the  land  continue  to  rend  its 
contemporary  fabric. 

Family  Matters:  The  Role  of  the  Family  in  the  Middle  East 

(color  no.  4004) 

Traditionally  the  model  upon  which  social  and  political  life  has 
been  based,  the  large,  extended,  and  patriarchal  Middle  Eastern 
family  has  begun  to  fragment  under  Western  influence. 

Although  rapid  westernization  has  benefited  many, 
fundamentalists  have  tried  to  save  the  old  society  by  reviving 
traditional  ways,  thus  heightening  regional  tensions. 

New  Frontiers:  The  Middle  East  following  World  War  I 

(color  no.  4005) 

The  nation-states  of  the  Middle  East  that  today  wage  war  for 
territory  and  power  did  not  exist  before  World  War  I.  By 
creating  artificial  frontiers  and  introducing  the  alien  concept  of 
nationalism,  a  concept  that  superseded  the  traditional  Middle 
Eastern  identity  based  on  family  and  religion,  certain  Western 
powers  may  unknowingly  have  set  the  stage  for  today’s 
conflicts. 

Captains  and  Kings:  Authority  in  the  Middle  East 

(color  no.  4006) 

Compelled  by  ancient  precedents  and  the  tenets  of  Islam  to 
accept  authoritarian  rule,  Middle  Eastern  nations  (except  for 
Turkey,  Lebanon,  and  Israel,  each  of  which  is  marred  by 
factionalism  and  religious  strife)  have  resisted  the  imposition  of 
Western-style  governments  and  still  sanction  the  military  regime 
or  the  monarchy. 

Sects  and  Violence:  Fragmentation  within  Religions 

(color  no.  4007) 

Although  sectarian  differences  between  Jews,  Christians,  and 
Muslims  are  a  main  ingredient  of  Middle  East  tensions,  the 
struggle  for  power  and  territory  is  also  rife  among  divergent 
sects  within  each  faith  who  are  trying  to  legitimize  their 
religious  beliefs  and  principles. 


Ancient  and  Modern:  The  Fall  and  Rise  of  the  Middle  East 

(color  no.  4008) 

In  this  century  Middle  Eastern  independence  and  oil  wealth 
have  reversed  the  region’s  downward  trend  that  began, 
ironically,  in  the  midst  of  Europe’s  rebirth.  State-of-the-art 
technology  has  not,  however,  replaced  tradition;  the  two  coexist 
in  an  uneasy  alliance. 

The  Story  of  Oil:  Chief  Economic  Resource  of  the  Middle  East 

(color  no.  4009) 

Beneath  the  sand  and  rock  of  the  Middle  East  lie  two-thirds  of 
the  world’s  known  oil  reserves.  An  object  of  exploitation  since 
ancient  times  and  a  cause  of  current  tension  within  and  without 
the  Middle  East,  oil  has  nonetheless  brought  great 
wealth — though  unequally  distributed — to  a  poor  region. 

Independence:  Egypt  &  Algeria  (color  no.  4010) 

Between  the  first  and  second  world  wars  the  Middle  East 
moved  from  a  religious  and  familial  consciousness  into  one  that 
was  national  and  secular.  Triggered  in  part  by  the  decline  of 
European  colonial  power,  this  shift  effected  the  independence 
of  Egypt  and  Algeria  after  World  War  II. 

Homeland:  Israel  &  Palestine  (color  no.  4011) 

Promised  to  both  the  Arabs  and  the  Jews  by  the  British  and 
partitioned  by  the  United  Nations  into  two  states,  Palestine, 
which  became  the  independent  State  of  Israel  in  1948,  is  still 
the  object  of  a  protracted  struggle  between  Israelis  and 
Palestinian  nationalists,  both  of  whom  maintain  ancient  claims 
to  the  territory. 

Revolution:  Iraq  &  Iran  (color  no.  4012) 

Since  World  War  II  internal  political  revolutions  in  such 
countries  as  Iraq  and  Iran  have  been  a  salient  feature  of  Middle 
East  politics.  Caused  in  part  by  postwar  economic  instability 
and  the  withdrawal  of  colonial  powers,  the  initial  unrest  was 
largely  a  response  to  Western  exploitation. 

Change:  Turkey  &  Saudi  Arabia  (color  no.  4013) 

Opposites  on  an  ideological  spectrum,  Turkey  and  Saudi  Arabia 
best  illustrate  how  nonviolent  change  has  affected  the  Middle 
East  since  World  War  I.  Saudi  Arabia  entered  the  modern  age 
with  its  Arab,  Islamic  soul  intact;  Turkey  cast  aside  its  heritage 
to  modernize  only  to  draw  opposition  from  traditionalists  over 
the  heavy  cost  of  progress. 

Identity:  Lebanon  (color  no.  4014) 

The  religious  and  civil  dissension  that  has  beset  Lebanon  since 
the  withdrawal  of  the  French  in  1946  began  with  a  national 
identity  crisis.  Because  the  Lebanese  embody  all  the  elements 
that  now  determine  the  Middle  Eastern  identity,  their  recent 
history  may  be  read  as  a  history  in  microcosm  of 
twentieth-century  Middle  East  instability. 


For  Discussion 

1.  What  factors  have  served  as  seeds  of  revolution  in  both 
Iraq  and  Iran?  What  were  the  aims  of  revolution  in 
both  nations? 

2.  Research  and  report  on  British  influence  and  control 
over  Iraqi  politics  both  before  and  after  that  nation’s 
independence  in  1932. 

3.  How  did  the  revolutionary  government  led  by 
Abd-al-Karim  Qasim  bring  about  its  own  downfall? 

4.  Research  and  discuss  the  policies  of  the  Pahlavi  dynasty 
in  Iran.  What  had  the  monarchs  of  this  dynasty  hoped 
to  bring  about  in  their  country?  Why  were  they 
unpopular? 

5.  Look  in  your  local  library  for  newsmagazine  articles 
detailing  the  expulsion  of  the  last  Shah  of  Iran  and  the 
growing  influence  of  Ayatollah  Khomeini.  What  was 
the  political  viewpoint  of  each  leader?  How  was  world 
opinion  divided  on  the  issue? 

6.  Retrace  the  issues  involved  in  the  Iranian  takeover  of 
the  American  embassy  during  President  Carter’s 
administration. 

7.  What  conditions  make  a  nation  susceptible  to  the 
violent  overthrow  of  its  government? 

8.  A  major  factor  in  the  domestic  policies  of  both  Iran  and 
Iraq  and  in  relations  between  these  two  nations  has 
been  the  minority  status  of  the  Kurdish  people.  What 
did  the  Kurds  seek,  and  how  were  they  able  to  exert 
influence  over  national  policy? 
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